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The Papal rescripts for England and Turkey
have therefore to be referred to the influence which
had now gained the ascendency at Rome; and in
consequence of the revolutionary movements which
England had fomented: indeed, during the dis-
cussions on the Papal Bill, it was on all hands
admitted that the aggressions sprang from a poli-
tical and not from a religious source. The English
Prime Minister spoke of a conspiracy acting from
Rome and threatening Europe. This was after all
the religious topics had been exhausted.* The con-
spiracy that ruled at Rome was not France, but
Russia. She it was who had an object in setting
Protestants and Catholics by the ears; she it was
who had to convulse Turkey by a religious hatred,
and to make the Catholics, no less than the Greeks,
turn to her as their sole hope and protection.
France's object in protecting the Catholics was to
gain influence. Was it to be secured by openly
forcing their own Sultan to oppress them ? The
Pope sought to extend his flock by proselytism.
Could he have devised an innovation, the unmis-
takeable effect of which was apostasy ?

* Lord Shaftesbury, In his spoken speech, had already taken
the same view. He spoke of the rescript having been dictated by
the " bayonets from which the Church of Rome drew its breath;"
but all this was cut out of the speech in Hansard, where nothing
but " Catholic" and " Protestant" is to be found.